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Introduction

The Center for Research & Public Policy (CRPP) is pleased to present the 

results of  a 2018 Citizen Survey for the Larimer County Government.  The 

survey was conducted among Larimer County residents.

Who: The survey was conducted among Larimer County 

residents over the age of  18. 

When: May 21, 2018 – June 8, 2018.
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Why: CRPP was commissioned by the Larimer County Government to 

conduct a county-wide survey of  residents to collect input including 

satisfaction, views and needs across several aspects of  the community.

The survey included the following areas for investigation: 

 Views on quality of  life in Larimer County;

 Familiarity with Larimer County Government;

 Satisfaction with 30 services/programs offered by the county; 

 Perceptions of  various aspects of  Larimer County government and living;

 Willingness to pay more in taxes for several initiatives;

 Prioritizing county needs and objectives; 

 Views on meeting established Larimer County Guided Principles;  

 Sources for information; 

 Experience and satisfaction with Larimer County employees; and

 Demographics. 
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Methodology

Survey design at CRPP is a careful, deliberative process to ensure fair, objective 

and balanced surveys.  Staff  members, with years of  survey design experience, 

edit out any bias.  

Further, all scales used by CRPP (either numeric, such as one through ten, or 

wording such as strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or 

strongly agree) are balanced evenly.  Placement of  questions is carefully 

accomplished so that order has minimal impact.  

All facets of  the study were completed by CRPP’s senior staff  and researchers.  

These aspects include:  survey design, computer programming, pre-test, 

broadcast/fielding, coding, editing, data entry, verification, validation and logic 

checks, computer analysis, analysis, and report writing.
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Methodology

Larimer County Government assisted in:

 Survey input

 logistics of announcing the commencement of the survey

through town meetings, press releases, community

involvement (by way of online networks and in person) and

contacting town leaders to encourage participation.

The survey was accessible via a link that was located on the Larimer 

County website and circulated through press coverage, community 

forums and social media networks.
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Methodology

Each qualified resident had an equal chance for participating in the

study. Statistical random error, however, can never be eliminated but

may be significantly reduced by increasing sample size.

Statistically, a sample of 3,682 completed surveys has an associated

margin for error of +/- 1.6% at a 95% confidence level.

Using a quantitative research design, CRPP received 3,682 completed 

online surveys from Larimer County residents. 
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Summary of  
Findings
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On Quality of  Life
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Quality of  Life

All respondents were asked to report their overall quality of life in Larimer County. A large majority,

96.4%, suggested their quality of life was very good (45.5%) or good (50.9%). Results are displayed in

the following graph.
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Quality of  Life

All respondents were asked how their standard of  living is compared to two years ago. Over three-

quarters of  respondents, 77.2%, see their standard of  living as improved (17.8%) compared to two 

years ago or the same, but good (59.4%). Results are displayed in the following graph.
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Quality of  Life

All respondents were asked to report how familiar they were with the Larimer County Government. 

Nearly three-quarters, 74.1%, indicated they were either very (16.7%) or somewhat familiar (57.4%). 

Results are displayed in the following graph.
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On Community 
Services
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Services

Based on all that they knew or had heard from friends, family peers or co-workers, all respondents 

were asked to indicate how satisfied they were with services related to community planning, 

infrastructure and resources provided by the Larimer County Government. 

The following table holds the cumulative totals, in declining order, for those indicating they were very 

or somewhat satisfied.  Unsure respondents were removed from the data in the second column. 
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Services

Based on all that they knew or had heard from friends, family peers or co-workers, all respondents 

were asked to indicate how satisfied they were with services related to human and economic health 

provided by the Larimer County Government. 
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Services

Based on all that they knew or had heard from friends, family peers or co-workers, all respondents 

were asked to indicate how satisfied they were with services related to public records and information 

provided by the Larimer County Government. 
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Services

Based on all that they knew or had heard from friends, family peers or co-workers, all respondents 

were asked to indicate how satisfied they were with services related to public safety provided by the 

Larimer County Government. 
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On Perceptions of  
Life in Larimer County
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Perceptions 

Respondents were asked to 

indicate whether they 

strongly agreed, somewhat 

agreed, somewhat 

disagreed or strongly 

disagreed with several 

statements about life in 

Larimer County today. 

The following table holds 

the cumulative totals for 

those indicating they were 

very or somewhat agreed 

with unsure responses 

removed from the second 

column of  data. 
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On Facilities and 
Program Support
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Support

Respondents were asked to indicate whether they would be very willing, somewhat willing, somewhat 

unwilling or not at all willing to pay more in taxes to secure additional programs and facilities in 

Larimer County. 

The following table holds the cumulative totals, in declining order, for those indicating they would be 

very willing or somewhat willing to pay more in taxes to secure the proposed programs.  
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On County Needs
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County Needs

Respondents were asked how they would prioritize several goals and objectives over time in Larimer 

County using a scale of  one to ten, where one is a very low priority and ten is a very high priority. 

The following table holds the cumulative totals, in declining order, by high priority (7-10 rating) of  

services with unsure responses removed. 
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On Guiding Principles
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Guiding Principles

Respondents were asked how well they see the Larimer County government doing, today, in meeting 

each of  their Guiding Principles using a scale of  one to ten, where one is not at all and ten is very 

well. 

The following table holds the cumulative totals, in declining order, of  positive ratings (7-10 rating) on 

how well the government meets each of  the principles with unsure responses removed from the 

second column.
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On Communication
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Communication

Respondents were asked to indicate where they received most of  their information about 

‘happenings’ in and with Larimer County government. 

Multiple responses were accepted. The following table holds the cumulative totals in declining order. 

Larimer County, CO 

Other responses included: 

radio, NextDoor App, 

working for County, posters 

on community boards, citizen 

or city council meetings, 

HOA newsletters, mailed 

newsletters, Chamber of  

Commerce, utility bill inserts, 

and the Sheriff ’s 

Department.
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Communication

Respondents were asked to indicate which print newspapers, if  any, do they use for information 

about Larimer County government happenings. Multiple responses were accepted. The following 

table holds the cumulative totals in declining order. 
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Other responses included: The Denver Post, BizWest, Longmont Times- Call, Fence Post, Windsor 

Beacon, Windsor NOW, 50+ Marketplace, Senior Voice, Collegian, Private Research, Rocky Mountain 

Herald, Compass, PVREA Magazine, and the Wall Street Journal. 
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Communication

Respondents were asked to indicate which online newspapers, if  any, do they use for information 

about Larimer County government happenings. Multiple responses were accepted. The following 

table holds the cumulative totals in declining order. 
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Other responses included: The Denver Post, BizWest, LovelandPolitics.com, 9News, Reddit, Greely 

Tribune, The Colorado Independent, Private Research, Collegian, Windsor NOW, CompleteColorado.com, 

Colorado Peak Politics and the Daily Camera. 
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On County Employees
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Employees

Respondents were asked to indicate whether they have had contact with at least one Larimer County 

employee over the past year.  Respondents that had contact (81.6%) were asked to rate how satisfied 

they were with their experience. 

Results are displayed in the following chart.
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Thank you for the opportunity to 
present!

Any Questions? 
Larimer County, CO 

Stowe, VT
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