
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU ARE 

FERTILIZING THE LAWN, 

REMEMBER YOU ARE NOT 

JUST FERTILIZING THE LAWN 

-· .• ... ..:,-

You ferti lize the lawn. Then it rains. The rain-washes the fertil"izer along the 
curb, into the storm drain, and directly into our lakes, streams :and rivers. 

This causes algae to grow, which uses up oxygen that fish n-ood to survive. 
So rf you fertiflZ.e, please follow directions and use sparingly. 

csc 

How can you fertilize 

and help keep our 
waters clean? 

• Use fertilizers sparingly. Many 
plants do not need as much fer
tilizer or need it as often as you 
might think. 

• Do not fertilize before a rain
storm. 

• Consider using organic fertiliz
ers; they release nutrients more 
slowly. 

• Use commercially available 
compost or make your own using 
garden waste. Mixing compost 
with your soil means your plants 
will need less chemical fertilizer 
and puts your waste to good use. 
Commercial compost and soil 
amendments may be available 
from your solid waste or waste
water utility as well as your local 
garden store. 

For more information on fertil
izing alternatives and compost- •••a;;,: 
ing, see Colorado State Extension 
Office 

http://extension.colostate.edu/top 
ic-areas/yard-garden/ -

COI.ORADO STORMW-'TER COUNal 

Protecting and Improving 
Colorado's Stormwater Quality 

You CAN 
HELP. 

PROTECT 
OUR 

WATERWAYS 

Engineering Department 
(970) 498-5700 

htfp:l/www. larimer. orglengineering/ 



 

 

IS IMPORJ'ANTTOAl.1 OFUS SO lM UIIEYOU LOVE rr 
Colorado water is very popular. Thct's because a lot of people depend on it. The snow that fal ls in t he Colorado Rockies not onty provides 

water to 5.46 million Colorado-ans, but also to people living in 18 other states. Colorado is the onfy state other than Hawaii where flows out 
of its borders, b ut doesn't flo w in. 

ONLY RAIN TOTIIE DRAIN 
The daity activities o f all of us h as the potent ial to affect water q ua lity if w e don't make good choices. Stormdrains are connected 
d irect1yto our water bodies so anything that ends up on the driveway, alley, roof or sidewalk eventua lly will be carried by rain water and/or 
snow(Ke melt toa water body. 

HERFSWHATYOU CAN DOTOHB.P: 

1. P1CK UfPET POOP 

Z. HX lt1t Utl LtAK 
Clr lulu c:111 spru . .d oll lr..w th11 w ;i.t11r supply. 

0-" plllt of o!I CUI nu,k,fl, 1 ~kk b,iu liffl ;i football h id. 

3. DIRECT YOUR DOWNSPOUTS 
Ensur , down:;poou u 11 po1nt,;d 1owa'4 tht bw11or 

,.. pbn.u. flOt ti-. sld11walk. 

4. SWEEP 
$W$Qp up dttt -and d11bf'tt.. Dirt oa sldt ~ lks a11(ht::r11ots 

W1!~ Into tho $t0rmdn1n ind po!btt oor wii~ r. 

5. COMPOST 
Com.pO$! -aMI amond soil Hukhy w ll lltU u 1 W1it11r fflt-ar. 

6. USE FERTILIZERS AND PESTICIDES SPARINGLY 
fOl lOW INSTRUCTIONS . Rud bl:4ho¥1 11·,..·n cllomki ls u rdully. 

Alw;,;ys ipply pt'O d<J t t:s spull\Pf.Con:ldtr tiltlne a pt'o.f11nlou l appllu.tor. 
GO NATIJAAl. Consklt r compoY. or nlll1.1ral b.WII diomlu b ~ rtll UYU. 

Com.po$till.g cl'Ulos f\Uunl. slow.n,luso kmbor ind soll-o!INIKlnz nuu t'bl. 

QEAWM EWHERE YOU FERTIUZE. U$t u ...tton on slopr..s and bwit cideos w 
l;.rtll:c,r WIii not wuh Into nu r-by m1r,n drain$ or w:;.~ rw::.y:s. l ET FERTILIZW 

O~YPROFWY. Atow propor drylfll n,,,,11 £or hqu1d d tomluls. and nov~, ceo 

bwn cht mltll!S bofo.tci a hu vy n lflblt Is uptctod. 

7. USE A COMMERCIAL CAR WASH 
A COl'llll'\tf<'.W car~ h IS mon watu eiflclent ind dou -.ot ~ r,d soapy watu do._ d1e 

dtl\·t~ y and Into tb~ stof!Mnln. W lln iurh vr.;shod In ;,; clr""'W11Y or stru t. this Is 
11.ssontldy !Ike, washing tht u r lls a ~ul w-;uorbody. Tiiou2ll .1110 t llltpl.tllls prtttlu Is M l d111 
bost for wiitor q11~ t)' as u r wash w.utr o n conu ltl Rulds l'rom one1ri,u. lluvy mtuls irom bokt 

-:;,,,. and phosphorous from tbo w;,;p and d1n. lt;..-ally, urs should bci wash~ u 1 coitmt rclal 

(l,.,.,ash "'·hon tht Wl~r IS son-.~ llfl\~ N..::SCld and ls u~ys d'.1sdu r:-d to JI lNUfl'IClnt syst'Ml. lif 
you or so!floo.nt yoo know 1s pl::.nn1ne a urw,u b fun&-~.uk tho owntr If you u n v.st o.t,t of 

tMk wuh ~ s. EMounf$, 'f(J« frf;11d1,Wl'>1ty u<I n.t lfhhors to wuh tllolrurs u con.un,rc1ll1 

o r wi:►4~. 

Everyd3y activities can 
lead to water pollution. 

Whtn .,. .11,rr frvn> u'tll(Otlon on.I r,,un .,. .-hots 
,wcr )~td, ""'I ~ltt'<'1", tt (nlk(r, r .. n0i1.-n, 

1-1.ici.kc.fl»J',ollfl('tw,ucc,miJo11wT 
rollunma~ 1~nmoffflov.-. i.nro~orm 

J,..I," "n-•.-J-J..-.,J~ "I' rolt..dnK dw 
ft~ ,ffl'.afti. libt.(lr W('IJm,J 

WIIAJ'STIIEPROBU:MWIJH 
NIJ1RIENIS! 
The nutrients from the fertilizer, pesticides, and 
soap can cause excess algae to grow. Just like in 
your garden, nutrients in waterbodies makes plants 
grow. Over application offertilizers and pesticides 
can result in runoff that carries toxic levels of chem• 
icals or excessive nutrients into our waterways_ Too 
much aigae harms water quality and makes boat
ing, fish ing and swimming unpleasant. As a lgae de• 
cay, they use up oxygen in the water that fish and 
other wildlife need. This pollvtion impacts aquatic 
life, wildlife and people who recreate and fish. The 
results are often unpleasant odors, taste, and poor 
aesthetics which can cause health problems in hu• 
mans and livestock. 

Prevent materialsfpollotants, i.e., oil, pesticides, 

fertilizer, paints, soaps, solvents, oil, trash, sand, 
grass clippings, leaves, paint, etc, from reaching 

the County's stormdrain. Stormwater runoff from 

rain and snow/ice melt picks up materials on the 

ground before entering the storm sewer and 
d ischarges them untreated d irectly into our 

waterbodies. 


