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THE APPROACH

What is the County’s Approach and Role?

• Zoom out and look beyond local government boundaries to what is 

happening in our County and region

• Consider sustainable (environmental, economic, and social) needs 

and impacts

• Discover gaps and overlaps

• Nurture and enhance partnerships

• Align priorities as much as possible
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Partners Making It Happen!!
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WATER WISDOM:

A QUICK DIVE INTO THE LARIMER COUNTY WATER PLAN

Danielle Reimanis
Planner, Water Master Plan Coordinator
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WHAT IS A WATERSHED?

WATER MASTER PLAN
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WHAT IS A WATERSHED?

WATER MASTER PLAN

Snowmelt runoff provides as 

much as 80% of Colorado’s 

annual surface water supply.

snowfall
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WHAT IS A WATERSHED?

WATER MASTER PLAN

snowfall

This is important!!



WATER PLANNING AND EXISTING CONDITIONS

DISCUSSION

WATERSHEDS ARE SCALABLE

WATER MASTER PLAN

Image Sources: 

• https://bigthompson.co/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/BTWC_Master_Plan.pdf

• https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:South_Platte_basin_map.png

https://bigthompson.co/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/BTWC_Master_Plan.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:South_Platte_basin_map.png
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TRANSMOUNTAIN DIVERSIONS

WATER MASTER PLAN

snowfall
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TRANSMOUNTAIN DIVERSIONS

WATER MASTER PLAN
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COLORADO BIG THOMPSON 
PROJECT

WATER MASTER PLAN

Image Source: 

• https://www.northernwater.org/getmedia/3c15e504-54bf-4b2a-abd9-48e881e808d0/CBT-Project-Map.pdf

https://www.northernwater.org/getmedia/3c15e504-54bf-4b2a-abd9-48e881e808d0/CBT-Project-Map.pdf
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WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?

1. Larimer County is NOT a water provider
• We do not sell, deliver, treat, or manage water

2. As stewards of both the environment and 
our community, it is our responsibility to 
address critical topics, like water.

WATER MASTER PLAN



WATER PLANNING AND EXISTING CONDITIONS

DISCUSSION

BASELINE REPORT (PHASE 1)

• Water Supplies
• 57% local sources

• 43% CO River

• Agriculture
• 47% decline in irrigated lands

• Water Providers
• 124 centralized public water 

systems (9 that publish water 

demand and forecast into the 

future)

• 385,600 people served by 

centralized water system

• 25-90% projected growth in 

water demands at buildout

• 10,589 homes reliant on 

groundwater wells

larimer.gov/planning/water

WATER MASTER PLAN
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WATER MASTER PLAN (PHASE 2)

The Water Master Plan outlines the 
County’s role in:

• Supporting water conservation

• Protecting watershed health

• Collaborating with water providers and 
stakeholders to address water supply challenges 

• Mitigating hazards

• Ensuring long-term water security for the 
community and region

WATER MASTER PLAN

Many thanks to: 

• Adopted Nov. 2024 by Planning Commission

• Approved Dec. 2024 by the County Commissioners

• The plan acts as the water supply element for the 

Comprehensive Plan (Colorado Revised Statutes Title 30, § 30-28-106)
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DEVELOPING THE PLAN

WATER MASTER PLAN

Sept – Oct 2023

Nov 2023

Dec 2023 – Mar 2024

Apr – May 2024

Nov 2024

June - Sept 2024

Adoption and Approval
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IDENTIFYING CHALLENGES

WATER MASTER PLAN
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WATERSHED HEALTH

WATER MASTER PLAN

Wildfires Water Quality Habitat

• CWCB 

Wildfire 

Ready 

Watersheds

• Proximity to:

• Oil tanks

• Mines

• Industrial 

Zoning

• Irrigated 

Lands

• Septic Systems

• 303D List

• Reduced Streamflow (from 

Calls on the river)

• In-Stream Flow Rights

• Tier 1 Aquatic Species

• Threatened/Endangered 

Species

• Riparian proximity to 

urbanization

• Wetland proximity to 

urbanization
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VISION AND GOALS

Minimize the Threat to 

Watersheds from Hazards 

(i.e., floods, severe 

wildfires)

Communicate and 

Collaborate to Support 

Water Sustainability

Promote Water Literacy 

in Our Community

Align Land Use Planning 

with Water Resources

Enhance Water Efficiency 

and Conservation Measures

WATER MASTER PLAN

Larimer County, guided by a commitment to stewardship, is dedicated to safeguarding local and 

regional water systems, aligning future land use with available water resources, and helping to 

build resilient communities and ecosystems equipped to address future water challenges.
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STRATEGIES (TIMEFRAME)

• Integrate Water Plan Strategies and Actions into Related County 
Plans (1-5 Years)

• Water Security (1-5 Years)

• Improve Water Efficiency and Conservation (1-6 Years)

• Protecting Water to Promote a Viable Agricultural Economy (3-10 
Years)

• Growing Water Smart (3-10 Years)

WATER MASTER PLAN
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s • Support Fuel Reduction Outcome (Ongoing)

• Support Watershed Health Outcomes (Ongoing)

• Protecting Water Supplies (1-2 Years)

• Public Education & Resource Clearinghouse (1-2 Years)

• Address Water Quality and Water Efficiency in Disproportionately 

Impacted Communities (3-10 Years)
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LOOKING FORWARD

WATER MASTER PLAN

Please find all materials 

online at: 

larimer.gov/planning/water

• Begin Implementation: Roll out priority strategies from the 

Water Master Plan.

• Expand Partnerships: Strengthen collaboration.
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THANK YOU – QUESTIONS?  

WATER MASTER PLAN

larimer.gov/planning/water

Danielle Reimanis

LCwaterplan@co.larimer.co.us
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ACTIVITY TIME

WATER MASTER PLAN
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1. I believe water is a key 
issue in Northern Colorado 
and should be at the forefront 
of local planning and decision-
making.
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2. I believe I can make a 
difference by saving water at 
home.
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3. I have what I need—like info 
or tools—to use water wisely 
at home or work.
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4. This event helped me better 
understand water issues in 
Larimer County.
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5. A healthy watershed 
matters—even if I live in town.
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6. Water in Colorado is a tricky 
subject.
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7. What I flush or pour down 
the drain does not affect local 
rivers and streams.
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8. I've run into water-related 
limits when trying to use my 
property.
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9. I believe water’s high value 
in Colorado makes housing 
more expensive.
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10. I assume the water 
situation will take care of itself 
eventually.
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