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CSFR Focus Areas & Action Teams

5 year Plan (2024-2029) Addressing Climate Risks
through Mitigation & Adaptation

Built Environment,
Circular Economy,
Businesses & Jobs

Connecting Mobility of People,
Strategies Goods, and Services

Natural Environment,
Water, and Agriculture
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What is the County’'s Approach and Role?

THE APPROACH

e Zoom out and look beyond local government boundaries to
what is happening in our County and region

e Consider sustainable (environmental, economic, and social)
needs and impacts

e Discover gaps and overlaps
e Nurture and enhance partnerships

e Align priorities as much as possible
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CSFR 2025 Impact & 2026 Vision

2025 Impact: Regional Success 2026 Vision: The Path Forward

Gﬁ]ﬂ Expanding EV Infrastructure
0, O & Water Security
7c | @ Expanding the charging network and developing

Transformed an initial
$4M investment through
successful regional collaboration

and grantfunding. Mll'll m um R eturn frameworks for regional drought response.
' “TR on Investment
® 1V Every $1 invested by the County

' : ' generates at least $2.50 in
Total Regional Gy Deent Building Economic
ImpaCt aa Land Conservation o R'?S:|Iteanpe
aling green workforce training

6,569 and programs to help small

/ Acres Conserved

N Landfill Diversion
' a 10,547

Regional Water-Sharing

VO;I b e Mattresses Diverted = Frameworks
. Wildfire Resilience N\ / Turning the 2024 Water Master Plan
Contributed /])\ & into active programs for agricultural
Dedicated community members completed ' 457 and municipal users
34 major actions to improve regional Home Assessments
climate resilience. Completed

A NotebookLM
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www.larimer.gov/csfr

Heidi Pruess

Manager, Office of Sustainability and Climate
pruesshb@co.larimer.co.us

970-498-7138
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LARIMER COUNTY: NATURAL RESOURCES

POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION & RESILIENCE

— RIVER BLUFFS OPEN SPACE

FEBRUARY 24, 2026
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LARIMER COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCES P\ —

BACKGROUND

Mission: Connect People,
Nature & Place

Vision: Healthy
Landscapes, Healthy
People

5

* Manage 18 open spaces for r
nature-based public access

e Hold 60 conservation
easements



LARIMER COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCES

SALES TAXALLOCATION 2019-2043

Long-term
Management and
Capital
Improvements

50%

The two main
categories and/or
Improvements to

BOR Reservoir
Parks

15%

Land Acquisitions
and Restoration

35%




Larimer County f .
Department of Natural Resources
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Open Spaces, Parks, and Priority Areas l /g),/\\ i
. 0
[ Open Space (OS) or County Park (CP) managed by Larimer County ci%\_n
Other Open Space, Natural Area (NA) or State Park (SP) %
B Conservation Easement (CE) Partnership Conservation Priority Area '\.
National Forest (NE) W Open Land: Conservation Priovity Area 5
National Park (NP) W River Conservation Priority Area t.,
[ARIMER L
COUNTY R l
A= i ==

‘WELD COUNTY



LARIMER COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCES

RESTORATION BENEFITS

Benefits:

* Habitat — native plant species, pollinators, biodiversity

* Soils — rebuild soil structure, stability and resiliency; C sequestration
* Water — water rights re-directed to instream flows, wetland creation
* Agricultural — native vegetation can be leased for livestock grazing

* Matches LC climate strategy and State Water Plan goals
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POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS OPEN SPACE
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PRE-PROJECT




POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS OPEN SPACE

PRE-PROJECT CONDITIONS
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PRE-PROJECT CONDITIONS
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PRE-PROJECT CONDITIONS




POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS OPEN SPACE

PRE-PROJECT CONDITIONS




POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS

FUNDING PARTNERSHIP

Grant funding:
«$ 1,311,158 — DOLA - CDBG-DR
« $ 153,670 grant — CPW - Wetlands for Wildlife

* $ 100,000 — GOCO - Habitat Restoration



POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Restore a healthy, resilient, & functioning river

* Improve riparian and aquatic habitat

Create additional wetlands

Re-connect main channel to floodplain

Install in-channel features

Promote bank stabilization

Establish natural sediment transport cycles



POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS OPEN SPACE

PROJECT DESIGN
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POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS OPEN SPACE

POST-PROJECT CONDITIONS
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POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS OPEN SPACE

POST-PROJECT CONDITIONS
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POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS OPEN SPACE - ——

FUTURE RESTORATION

River Bluffs Open Space — Poudre River corridor
Goal: Restore hayfield to native wetland/riparian and grassland habitat

Outcomes

* Riparian and wetland creation (support most biodiversity but comprise <
2% of county land cover).

* Improved habitat for native species (pollinators, native fish, grassland
birds, amphibians — all currently in decline)

* Transition to rangeland agricultural use.

* Enhanced use of water rights to instream flows, wetland creation,
recharge wetlands that benefit ag, livestock water.

* Carbon sequestration and soil health



FROPOSED SR APEY il EXISTING OWERFLOW
MM STRUCTURE TYP. I8 CHANNEL
(SEE SHEET 16) .

PROFOSED FILL
AREA (PHASE D)

TF POUDRE RIVER TRAX

REALIGNMENT 15 FEASTALE,

PROPOSED OFF CHANNEL PROPOSED FLODDRLAIN
AND WETLANE: HASITAT BENCHING OVERRLON
2 CHANNEL (TYP,)

1F POUDRE RIVER TRAIL =
REALIGNMENT 15 NOT
I; FROPOSED (8
: L L PROPOSED FOSSIL CREEK
EMUARGE BRIDGE/CLLVERTS REALIGNMENT TO HISTORICAL

LOCATION (SEE SHEET 13)

PROPOSED BEAVER MEADOW

| COMPLEX WiTH SINLLATED SEAVER
STRUCTURES (SBS) AND BRUSH
TRENCHES. SEE SHEET 134 14

ey

- POUDRE RIVER TRAIL

ARTHLR LATERAL

EXISTING OVERFLOW PATH (HIGHER FLOW)

EXISTING PRAIRIE DOG VISUAL BARRIER

PROPOSED CUT WETLAND AND RIPARIAN HABITAT
PROPOSED CUT FLOODPLAIN BENCHING/OVERFLOW CHANNEL

PROPOSED FILL AREA
(PrASEA B 8 0)

— PROPOSED CUT FLOWPATHS
| PROPOSED CUT BEAVER MEADOW COMPLEX
[Z777] proPOSED FILL
MR PROPOSED BAR APEX JAM STRUCTURE
@8  PROPOSED DOWNED SIBERIAN ELM
PROPOSED RESTORE NATIVE VEGETATION
s PROPOSED REMONE INFRASTRUCTURE
: m—asmmm PROPOSED TRAIL REALIGNMENT
PROPISED HESTORE w——__PROPOSED BRUSH TRENCH
NATIVE VEGETATION (TYP )

PROPOSED BRUSH TRENCH
[TYP). SEE SHEET 4.
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PROPOSED DOUWNED
SIEERLAN ELM TYP.
(SEE SHEET 15)

PROPOSED FILL AREA
(FHASEEAF)




LEGEND
EXISTING MAJOR CONTOUR 10°
EXISTING MINGR CONTOUR 2'

= EXISTING DITCH
EXISTING OVERFLOW PATH (HIGHER FLOVY)
EXISTING PRAIRIE DOG VISUAL BARRIER
PROPOSED CLT WETLAND AND RIPARIAN HASITAT

PROZ0SED WETLVD
D RIPARIAN WABTTAT.

ot

FROPOSED LT FLOGDPAN BENCHING/OVERFLOW CHAEL
o
|

FRASTRUCTURE
| — =
MUTIEE T B PHASE F: GOALS INCLUDE INCREASING WETLAND AND

RIPARIAN HABITAT THROUGH PROPOSED GRADING,

REALIGHMENT 15 XOT
PROROSED -

3 = D FOSSIL GREEK

f ousoce st DS

prosase
REAIGNENT
LOCATION (SEE SHEFT 13)

520 ot
FUNDING AVAILAGEITY,

FRCPOSED T I8 TO 2019
FOVER BLUFFS PRASE 1
RESTORATION FROXECT

FROPOSED POUDRE RIVER
TRALL REAIGHNENT (PRASE C)

ROPOSED RENOVE
SECTION OF FOLDRE
RIVER TRAIL (PHAGE ©)

Screren 156

Pro0sen oer L 8 Phorosen

D WETLANED VABTTAT L]
E

"PROPOSED OWNED SIBERIAN
£L34 TP [SEE SHEET 35)

REVEGEATION, AND IRRIGATION FLOWS. ADDITIONALLY
RESTORING AGRICULTURAL BROME FIELD WITH NATIVE
VEGETATION, CREATING PRAIRIE DOG HABITAT, AND
REMOVING EXISTING FENCES.

‘EUSTING OVERFLOV
G

LEGEND
EXISTING MAJOR CONTOUR 10°
FXISTING MINOR CONTOUR 7'

PARCEL.
s EXISTING DITCH
EXISTING OVERFLOW PATH (HIGHER FLOV)
EXISTING PRAIRIE DOG VISUAL BARRIER
PROPOSED CUT WETLAKD AND RIPARIAN HASITAT
T A BENCHING/OVERFLOW CHANNEL

PHASE E ACTIVE: GOALS INCLUDE INCREASING
FLOODPLAIN CONNECTION BY GRADING SIDE CHANNELS
AND OVERFLOW PATHS, REMOVING RIPRAP BARRIERS,
AND ADDING LARGE WOOD STRUCTURES. ACTIVE
TREATMENTS ARE MORE EXPENSIVE YET REDUCE THE
TIME NEEDED TO REACH DESIRED GOALS.

X
FROPOSED BRLSH TRENGY
[7YP). SEE SHEET 39
|
PRO%0%D SI0E |
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POUDRE RIVER RESTORATION — RIVER BLUFFS OPEN SPACE - ——

2026-27 PHASE

Outcomes
* Riparian and wetland creation

Improved habitat for native
species

Transition to rangeland
agricultural use.

Enhanced use of water rights to
instream flows, wetland creation,
recharge wetlands

Carbon sequestration and soil
health
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<P> SBS WITH SOD MATS
<P> BEAVER MEADOW
<P>FILL
<P> TRIBUTARY RECONNECTION
<P> ROAD ALIGNMENT

B
2
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FILLALL
IRRIGATION
DITCHES AND
EXISTING BOXELDER

CREEK. TRANSPLANT | ¢

ALL EXISTING |

<P>DECOMMISSION
ANTELOPE VALLEY
ROAD AND RESEED

<P> ADD SERIES OF SBS WTIH SOD

MATS TO INCREASE FLOODPLAIN

ROUGHNESS, ENHANCE FLOODPLAIN
ONNECTIVITY, AND PROMO

Red Mountain Open Space - Boxelder Creek corridor
Goal: Restore hayfield and connect 1 mile of stream channel/riparian habitat

ALT #1: HAWK CANYON ROAD
NMENT ALONG EXISTING DIRT
A

HABITAT
RESTORATION AT
RED MOUNTAIN OPEN
PA - N A
DESIGNater Sciences
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PROJECT 1115.0
NUMBER: SCALE: 0

CHECKED:




Questions?
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