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Horticulture 
Programming 
is all virtual

Since March 23, all Larimer and Weld 
Extension classes for the public and Master 
Gardeners have been taught via Zoom

10 classes

732 participants

Classes have been taught by agents, 
specialists, and Master Gardener 
volunteers!



New Classes for 
May and June!
Classes taught by:
Amber Webb
Amy Lentz
Tony Koski
Alison O’Connor



Gardening questions 
have surged

• Since March 23, 2020

• Alison’s email: too many to 
count

• Ask an Expert: 159 submissions

• Larimer CMG email account: 79

• Is it the year of the lawn. And 
browning evergreens.



Why are my evergreens 
browning anyway?

• Cold snap last October (70-degree 
temperature drop in 24 hour period)

• The driest January on record since 2003
• HARD freeze on April 12 (lows in the 

single digits) as plants were pushing new 
growth

• What should you do? Wait and see.



So many turf 
questions!

• Cranberry girdler damage from the fall

• Dog spots

• Turf mites

• Slow green-up this spring

• No, crabgrass has not germinated yet



An Update on the 
Master Gardeners
• They are on a current postponement of all face-to-face 

programming through May 15
• Many CMGs have found ways to get volunteer hours

• Teaching
• Providing resources to friends and neighbors
• Submitting written information and/or videos to 

post
• Staffing the CMG email account

• The current recommendation is to do the best they can 
to complete volunteer hours

• (There is no shortage of continuing education!)



Master Gardener Apprentices

• The CMG Apprentice training moved online in mid-March and all classes were completed virtually

• Larimer County: 9 new Apprentices and 2 out-of-state transfers

• It’s highly likely these individuals will transition to the two-year Apprenticeship program (complete 
60 hours over two years)



Other hortie stuff: Canva fun!



CSU Extension 
Information is Hot

• PlantTalk Colorado (planttalk.org) had a 300% 
increase in website hits in April 2020 compared to 
April 2019

• CO-Horts blog has doubled the hits/views compared 
to 2019



• Master Gardeners and the public can 
sign up to grow produce with the 
intent to donate it to local food banks

GrowAndGiveColorado.or
g



Free CSU 
Online 
Vegetables 
Course



Questions?
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