
Land Use Code 2020

Zoning Districts

WHY DOES 
THE CODE 
ADDRESS 
THIS?

- Zoning districts are the main tool used to implement the 
framework categories established in the Comprehensive Plan

- Zoning districts provide the framework for future land use 
decisions and a basis to determine whether proposed uses are 
appropriate.

BIG IDEAS

- Expand the County’s zoning toolbox so that appropriate 
development may be built by-right (not subject to a more detailed 
level of review and approval by elected officials)

- Introduce new potential zoning districts to implement the 
Comprehensive Plan

- Ensure allowed uses and development standards align with the 
purpose of each zoning district

WHAT IS 
NEW? Proposed Zoning Districts Tailored By Character Areas

WHAT IS 
NOT
CHANGING

 Existing zoning designations – no rezonings will occur as a direct 
result of Phase 1 of the Code update

 Growth Management Area boundaries and existing 
intergovernmental agreements

 Current standards for the Floodplain, Growth Management Area, 
and Cooperative Planning Area overlay districts
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Character Area Ur
ba

n E
xp

an
sio

n

Ur
ba

n/
Ru

ra
l In

te
rfa

ce

Ru
ra

l C
en

te
r

Re
ta

il S
er

vic
es

In
du

str
ial

Ru
ra

l

Ag
ric

ul
tu

re
 &

 Ra
nc

h

M
ou

nt
ain

 &
 Fo

ot
hi

lls

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

Zoning Districts
Conservation 
and Agriculture     NR, A, FO, ACE

Rural     RR-1, RR-2, O

Mixed Center    IR, RC, CF

Urban/GMA   

UR-1, UR-2, UR-3, 
MR, MHP, MU-N, 

MU-C, CC, CN, CD, 
IL, IH, AP



Land Use Code 2020

Zoning Districts

WHAT IS 
NEW?

New List of Zoning Districts

Simplified O-Open District Phase 2 Topics:

• Agriculture 
overlay district

• Mapping and 
applying the 
new districts

Updated Dimensional Standards

Base Zoning Districts
Conservation and Agricultural
NR Natural Resources
A Agriculture
FO Forestry
ACE Agricultural Commercial Enterprise
Rural
RR-1 Rural Residential
RR-2 Rural Residential
O Open
Mixed Center
IR Interface Residential
RC Rural Commercial
CF Community Facilities

Urban
UR-1 Urban Residential
UR-2 Urban Residential
UR-3 Urban Residential
MR Multifamily Residential
MHP Manufactured Housing Park
MU-N Mixed Use Neighborhood
MU-C Mixed Use Commercial
CC Commercial Corridor
CN Commercial Neighborhood
CD Commercial Destination
IL Industrial Light
IH Industrial Heavy
AP Airport
Planned Development
PD Planned Development
RPD Rural Planned Development

Overlay Zoning Districts
FP-O Floodplain Overlay
GMA Growth Management Area
CPA Cooperative Planning Area
AG-O Agricultural Overlay

 Some minimum lot, minimum setback, and 
maximum height standards adjusted to better 
distinguish between zoning districts 

 Distinctions in minimum lot size requirements 
based on public water and sewer vs. well or 
septic system adjusted to only apply in districts 
with a significant amount of properties on well or 
septic systems

 New districts implement the Comprehensive Plan and provide 
more agriculture options

 Consolidated existing districts based on similarities

 Refined intent with a clear residential focus, while still allowing other 
compatible rural uses

 Intended to minimize ongoing confusion associated with current 
standards

 Increase level of predictability for what types of uses and developments 
can be established 

For more information, visit the project website at: https://www.larimer.org/planning/luc2020
Or contact Matt Lafferty at laffermn@co.larimer.co.us. 10/19/2020


