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Topics

➢ Why save water in Colorado?

➢ Water conservation & efficiency – what do we mean? 

➢ Conservation & efficiency in practice

➢ Context of water law & administration 



Consumptive Water Use by Sector in Colorado

➢ 90% Agriculture

➢ 7% Municipalities

➢ 3% Large Industry
Source: 2023 Colorado Water Plan



Why save water?

Source: 2023 Colorado Water Plan



Why save water?

Left Source: 2023 Colorado Water Plan

Right Source: Colorado Dept of Local Affairs 



Water Conservation

➢ “The beneficial reduction in water loss, 

waste or use.” 

➢ Policies, programs and practices designed 

to help people change their behaviors 

and use less water. 

➢ Use only the water needed.

Source: Water Conservation by Amy Vickers; watercalculator.org 



Water Efficiency

➢ “Minimization of the amount of water 

used to accomplish a function, task or 

result.” 

➢ Doing more with less water; often relies 

on higher tech products and fixtures 

like reduced water use dishwashers, or 

low-flow toilets and showerheads.

Source: Water Conservation by Amy Vickers; watercalculator.org 



➢ Conservation: field scale reduction of crop water consumptive use 

(e.g. yield reduction, fallowing, alternative crops)

➢ Efficiency: decreasing water loss at field or farm scale while 

maintaining or increasing yield (sprinkler or drip irrigation system 

instead of flood, soil moisture monitoring)

Water Conservation & Efficiency in Agriculture



Conservation & Efficiency in the 

Context of Water Law & Administration

➢ Prior appropriations doctrine – misconception of “use it or lose it”

➢ 1991 – Colorado Water Conservation Act & subsequent legislature

➢ 2015 – first state Colorado Water Plan adopted

➢ 2016 – rainwater harvesting made legal in CO (2-barrel limit) 



Questions?

Water Education Colorado’s Citizen’s Guide to Colorado 

Water Conservation: watereducationcolorado.org

Recommended Reading:
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