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ISF and Minimum Lake Levels
since 1973

COLORADO INSTREAM FLOW
PROGRAM

¢ Strict prior appropriation, no public trust

¢ CWCB has exclusive authority to beneficial
use of instream flow

¢ CWCB may APPROPRIATE water rights to
preserve the environment to a reasonable
degree

¢ CWCB may ACQUIRE water rights to
preserve or improve the natural
environment to a reasonable degree



Colorado Water Conservation Board

CWCB is the state agency with exclusive
authority to obtain instream flow water

. . ; Streams Included in Colorado's Instream Flow Program
rights and minimum lake level rights. ,

There are administrative and judicial
processes to go through to establish an ISF.

CWCB gains ISF water rights in 2 ways:

1.  Appropriation: the traditional water court
process - apply for a junior water right;
Preserve

2.  Acquisition: a variety of statutory and
creative tools exist to provide
opportunities for temporary and
permanent transfers of senior water
rights to ISF; Preserve and improve
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Senior rights can
divert junior ISF
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Changed ISF right senior

for ISF to other
diversions
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CWT PROJECTS
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ACQUISITION AND WATER
RIGHT CHANGE PROJECT
EXAMPLES

Little Cimarron: Permanent acquisition;
split-season irrigation; CWT owns water
right subject to grants of irrigation and
environmental flow uses; soil health &
productivity study

Coats Bros Ditch: 3-in-10 Instream flow
lease; split-season irrigation

Alamosa River: permanent changes of
senior rights that are stored and
released to extend season of flow
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